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Royal College of Arts, Science & Commerce
(Autonomous), a dream project of Prof. A. E.
Lakdawala, was established in 1989 with a vision to
empower youth through value-based education. As a
Muslim minority institution with a secular outlook,
the College is committed to inclusive education,
holistic development and the educational upliftment
of economically disadvantaged sections of society.

The College offers a strong multidisciplinary
portfolio of undergraduate and postgraduate
programmes across Arts, Science and Commerce.
With a consistent record of nearly 100% results, it
has been recognized with the “University of
Mumbai Best College Award” (2021–22) and
NAAC ‘A’ Grade reaccreditation in its Third Cycle,
reflecting its commitment to academic excellence.
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Paryavaran Dakshata Mandal is a Maharashtra-based
environmental organisation founded in 1999,
dedicated to environmental protection and
conservation. It promotes awareness about pollution,
waste management, biodiversity and sustainable
development through activities such as tree
plantation, cleanliness drives, nature trails and
environmental education.

Its major initiatives include the Clean Creek
Movement, Paryavaran Shala, environmental
awareness workshops and the Vasundhara
Environmental Film Festival. The organisation works
to protect wetlands, mangroves, forests and
biodiversity, particularly in Thane, Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai, while encouraging public participation in
building a sustainable society.
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Beyond academics, the College focuses on nurturing
socially responsible and environmentally conscious
citizens. Through co-curricular activities,
sustainability initiatives and community engagement,
students are encouraged to connect classroom
learning with real-world challenges.

The commitment to sustainability is reflected in the
verdant campus, rain water harvesting and other
green initiatives, which have earned the college the
'One District One Green Champion' award from
the Mahatma Gandhi National Council of Rural
Education (MGNCRE). These efforts reflect the
institution’s commitment to environmental
conservation, responsible resource use and
sustainable development.
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Innovative approaches that blend smart technology,
data analytics, cutting-edge developments and
economic incentives with indigenous wisdom like
religious and cultural reverence can be impactful in
renewing and preserving environment’s supplies.

"Planet First" approach demands that human progress,
industrialization, businesses and economic gains, no
longer take precedence over planetary integrity. The
conference will emphasise on holistic approach that
respects how ecosystems interact and balance human
needs. It will highlight efforts that shift the focus from
simply "using less" to fundamentally redesigning
methods that can manage and regenerate natural assets
like water, soil, forests and energy. The discussions
will enforce that all developmental planning must
treat biosphere stability as a non-negotiable
prerequisite. The event intends to put forth solutions
that inspire real change and create a deeper connection
with our surroundings to enable a sustainable planet
for future generations.
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Nisarg – The Green Club of Royal College promotes
environmental awareness and conservation through
nature trails, birdwatching, camps, beach clean-ups,
tree plantation drives and citizen-science initiatives
such as the Great Backyard Bird Count and Mumbai
Bird Races. In collaboration with environmental
organisations, the Club also conducts e-waste and
plastic recycling drives and campaigns against
illegal wildlife trade.

Recognised as the Best Green Club in Thane
District and among Maharashtra’s leading Green
Clubs, the College was honoured by Shri
Chandrakant Patil, Minister of Higher and
Technical Education, on 29th September 2025.
Through its initiatives, Nisarg inspires students to
conserve water, protect biodiversity, address climate
change and adopt sustainable practices, while
nurturing future environmental ambassadors.
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"Planet First" is a mind-set dedicated to responsible
management of the natural resources to safeguard
ecological systems and biological diversity from
degradation or misuse. Earth's resources such as clean
water, fertile soil and fossil fuels are being consumed
faster than nature can renew them. The International
Conference on “Planet First - Innovative methods for
Conservation of Resources” is designed to provide the
platform for experts, academics, researchers, NGOs
and corporate representatives to showcase and discuss
innovative approaches for conservation of natural
resources
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Selected   papers   shall be   presented  during  the
conference and  may be  considered  for  publication in
peer reviewed journal.
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